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Authoritative  
Documents 

Highlights  
(Recommend reading in full)  

MARADMIN 082/20, U.S. MARINE 

CORPS DISEASE CONTAINMENT 

PREPAREDNESS PLANNING GUIDANCE 

FOR 2019 NOVEL CORONAVIRUS 

Date of release: 12 February 

Directs Commanders to: 

- Review existing disease containment plans and prepare for and 

respond to a potential occurrence of COVID-19.  

- Also provides guidance and stipulations for 14-day restriction of 

movement for service members returning from Level-3 locations.   

MARADMIN 150/20, UPDATE #1: 

COMMANDERS’ RISK-BASED 

MEASURED RESPONSES 

Date of release: 12 February 

Directs Commanders to: 

- Identify all Marines returning/redeploying from countries under a 

Center for Disease Control (CDC) travel advisory of level 2 or higher, or 

who have had close contact with an infected person, and ensure they 

are screened and monitored for symptoms of COVID-19.  

- Review all official travel to OCONUS locations declared a public health 

emergency, or for which a travel advisory has been issued by the CDC; 

approval granted by a Deputy Commandant, a Marine Force 

Commander or a Commanding General, Marine Expeditionary Force. 

- Review leave and liberty plans to ensure personnel are not traveling to 

locations that have declared a public health emergency. 

SECDEF Memo, Travel Restrictions for 

DoD Components in Response to 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 

Date of release: 11 March  

- Announcement of travel restrictions for 60 days for service-members, 

DOD civilians and families traveling to, from, or through Level 3 

locations, as designated by the CDC, effective March 13. 

MARADMIN 162/20, UPDATE #2: 

TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS AND 

PERSONNEL GUIDANCE FOR TRAVEL 

Date of release: 12 March 

- HQMC promulgation of 11 March SECDEF memo directing all Marines 

and their family members traveling to, from, or through CDC THN Level 

3 (COVID 19) designated locations to stop movement for the next 60 

days (until 11 May).  

- This includes all forms of official travel, including permanent change of 

station (PCS), temporary duty (TDY), and government-funded leave. For 

Marines, this also includes personal leave and other non-official travel. 

Deputy SECDEF Memo, Stop 

Movement for all Domestic Travel for 

DoD Components in Response to 

Corona virus Disease 2019 

Date of release: 13 March 

- Announcement of domestic travel ban (execution of PCS orders and 

temporary duty) for all service-members until May 11. In addition, 

Marines will be only authorized local leave for the duration of the travel 

restrictions.  

MARADMIN 167/20, UPDATE #3: 

 STOP MOVEMENT 

Date of release: 14 March 

- HQMC promulgation of 13 March 20 Deputy Secretary of Defense 

Memorandum directing domestic stop movement; the MARADMIN also 

defines exemptions from policy and procedures for submitting requests 

for exceptions.  
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Authoritative  
Documents 

Highlights  
(Recommend reading in full)  

MARADMIN 192/20, COVID19 

SUPPLEMENTAL PERSONNEL 

GUIDANCE FOR COMMANDERS 

Date of release: 26 March 

- The Marine Corps continues its efforts to mitigate the effects of the 

novel coronavirus outbreak. The key points of MARADMIN 192/20, 

which addresses Marine Corps personnel guidance, are listed below.  

- Provides clarifying guidance to MARADMIN 162/20 and 167/20, specific to travel restrictions and authorized 

departures. 

- Travel Restrictions: All travel, inside and outside the United States and its Territories, is stopped through at least 

11 May 2020. Exemptions may apply for: separations/retirements; medical treatment; individuals already in 

transit; Presidential support; and approved high-risk civilians.  

- Exceptions: may be granted on a case-by-case basis by the individual’s first GO/FO/SES for travel that is mission 

essential, or warranted by a humanitarian or extreme hardship basis.  

 Drill Instructors, Recruiters, Marine Security Guards, Marine Security Forces, and Marine Combat 

Instructors are designated as mission essential. 

 HMX-1, Marine Barracks Washington, Marine Corps Embassy Security Group, and the Marine Corps 

Security Forces Regiment are also deemed mission essential. 

-  Manpower Management: Provides assignment methodology for Marines within the entry level training pipeline, 

along with the staffing of excepted commands. Marines in the entry level training pipeline, or between basic 

training and their first (or subsequent for lateral moves) permanent duty station (PDS) will continue movement to 

their PDS.  

 Civilian Leave/Liberty: Civilians are strongly encouraged to avoid leave out of the local area. Civilians 

with a telework agreement may be asked to telework for 14 days after such travel (those without may 

be granted weather/safety leave). 

 Reserve: Marines currently on active duty will follow the same guidance as active Marines. Local 

Reserve commanders may allow their Marines to conduct drills via telecommuting.  

 Personnel reporting: Commanders will track Marines affected by COVID-19 using the manpower tracking 

application, accessible to official G-1s (CAC enabled). Reference: Personnel Administrative Advisory 

(PAA) 1-20.   

- Provides links to Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) and referrals to helpful resources for personnel affected by 

travel restrictions. 

- Announcement of a forthcoming Pay and Allowance Advisory Notice (PAAN) regarding procedural guidance for 

disbursing and finance personnel 

- Provides guidance for Reserve Component (RC) Marines to include: RC Members Currently Performing Active 

Duty, rescheduling of Annual Training (AT) and Inactive Duty Training (IDT), Anniversary Years, Telecommuting, 

Electronic-Based Distributed Learning, and Re-Enlistment Processing 

- Announcement of hiring actions for Marine Corps civilian employees. 

Table of 

Contents

ss 

https://www.manpower.usmc.mil/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
https://www.marines.mil/News/Messages/Messages-Display/Article/2127706/covid19-supplemental-personnel-guidance-for-commanders/
https://www.marines.mil/News/Messages/Messages-Display/Article/2127706/covid19-supplemental-personnel-guidance-for-commanders/
https://www.marines.mil/News/Messages/Messages-Display/Article/2127706/covid19-supplemental-personnel-guidance-for-commanders/
https://www.marines.mil/News/Messages/Messages-Display/Article/2110885/update-2-us-marine-corps-disease-containment-preparedness-planning-guidance-for/
https://www.marines.mil/News/Messages/Messages-Display/Article/2112231/update-3-us-marine-corps-disease-containment-preparedness-planning-guidance-for/
https://eis.usmc.mil/sites/missa/SitePages/paa.aspx
https://eis.usmc.mil/sites/missa/SitePages/paa.aspx
https://www.defensetravel.dod.mil/site/news_Coronavirus.cfm
https://www.manpower.usmc.mil/webcenter/portal/oracle/webcenter/page/scopedMD/s0e167c42_23fc_4b6e_837b_d20be8bb2574/Page0d86360f_37c6_4fc2_b2d5_e2bde85cf7d9.jspx


 

https://www.manpower.usmc.mil  27 Mar 20 v1 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html   

 

Authoritative  
Documents 

Highlights  
(Recommend reading in full)  

MARADMIN 193/20, UPDATE #4:  

DOD OCONUS STOP MOVEMENT 

Date of release: 26 March 

- Provides supplemental guidance MARADMIN 162/20 and 167/20 by 

updating SECDEF-ordered travel restrictions.  

- Effective 25 March until 24 May 2020, all Marines and Marine Corps civilian personnel and their sponsored family 

members not under the responsibility of a U.S. Chief of Mission will immediately stop movement for all international 

travel, including travel to, from, or through a foreign country.  

This stop movement order includes all official travel and movements associated with permanent change of 

station orders, travel for temporary duty and government funded leave, service member personal leave and 

SECDEF-ordered fiscal year 2020 global force management allocation plan activities. 

- Scheduled deployments/redeployments of U.S. Navy vessels and embarked units and personnel is authorized, 

provided they are in transit for 14 days and have met the restriction of movement requirements outlined in DoD force 

health protection guidance. 

- Domestic travel restrictions and their associated timeframe directed in Deputy SECDEF Memo, Stop Movement for all 

Domestic Travel for DoD Components in Response to Corona virus Disease 2019 and MARADMIN 162/20 are not 

affected by this order. 

- Travel by patients and medical providers for the purpose of medical treatment for Marines and their family members 

is authorized; approved retirements or separations that fall within this stop movement period are not affected. 

- Individuals whose temporary duty travel ends while this memorandum is in effect are authorized to return to their 

home stations. Individual augments to OCONUS operations in a TAD status who have not commenced travel will stop 

movement during the directed period. 

Individuals who have already initiated travel (including intermediate stops) are authorized to continue to their final 

destination. 

Exceptions to these restrictions may be granted for compelling cases where the travel is: (1) determined to be 

mission essential; (2) necessary for humanitarian reasons; (3) warranted due to extreme hardship.  

- Approval authority for exceptions for Global Force Management activities is the Joint Staff Director of Operations (DJ-

3). All requests for exceptions to policy must be submitted to the Joint Staff DJ-3 and will be routed through the 

appropriate CCMD or Marine chain of command to DC PP&O COVID-19 MCCAT for forwarding to the Joint Staff. 

- Approval authority for other exceptions belongs to the Combatant Commander if the individual is assigned or 

allocated to a Combatant Command; the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff if the individual is assigned to the Joint 

Staff; or the Chief Management Officer for the Office of the Secretary of Defense, Defense Field Activities and 

Agencies 

- For service retained personnel, approval authority for exceptions is delegated from the Commandant of the Marine 

Corps to the first General Officer or member of the Senior Executive Service in the Marine’s chain of command. 

Table of 

Contents

ss 

Service Retained Personnel 

Military Department forces required to execute Service institutional activities 

specified in Title 10, USC, are considered “unassigned.”  The Military 

Departments are also tasked with providing trained and equipped forces to the 

Combatant Commanders via the allocation process.  These forces are designated 

as “Service retained.”   Joint Publication 5-0, Joint Planning, 16 June 2017 

https://www.manpower.usmc.mil/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
https://www.marines.mil/News/Messages/Messages-Display/Article/2127717/update-4-us-marine-corps-disease-containment-preparedness-planning-guidance-for/
https://www.marines.mil/News/Messages/Messages-Display/Article/2127717/update-4-us-marine-corps-disease-containment-preparedness-planning-guidance-for/
https://www.marines.mil/News/Messages/Messages-Display/Article/2110885/update-2-us-marine-corps-disease-containment-preparedness-planning-guidance-for/
https://www.marines.mil/News/Messages/Messages-Display/Article/2112231/update-3-us-marine-corps-disease-containment-preparedness-planning-guidance-for/
Deputy%20SECDEF%20Memo,%20Stop%20Movement%20for%20all%20Domestic%20Travel%20for%20DoD%20Components%20in%20Response%20to%20Corona%20virus%20Disease%202019
Deputy%20SECDEF%20Memo,%20Stop%20Movement%20for%20all%20Domestic%20Travel%20for%20DoD%20Components%20in%20Response%20to%20Corona%20virus%20Disease%202019
https://www.marines.mil/News/Messages/Messages-Display/Article/2110885/update-2-us-marine-corps-disease-containment-preparedness-planning-guidance-for/
https://www.jcs.mil/Portals/36/Documents/Doctrine/pubs/jp5_0_20171606.pdf
https://www.jcs.mil/Portals/36/Documents/Doctrine/pubs/jp5_0_20171606.pdf
https://www.jcs.mil/Portals/36/Documents/Doctrine/pubs/jp5_0_20171606.pdf


 

https://www.manpower.usmc.mil  27 Mar 20 v1 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html   

 

Travel and Transportation  

Questions and Answers    
(For more information visit the following link) 

 

1. Q: If I am performing a permanent change of station from a CDC Alert Level 3 Location, and am ordered into 

isolation or quarantine by a public health or medical official at a port of entry before proceeding to my new 

permanent duty station, what allowances am I authorized? 

 

A: You may be authorized per diem while awaiting transportation as long as lodging in kind or meals in kind are 

not provided. 

 

2. Q: If I am performing a permanent change of station from a CDC Alert Level 3 Location, and am ordered into 

isolation or quarantine at my new permanent duty station, what allowances am I authorized? 

 

A: You are authorized per diem (lodging plus meals and incidental expenses) for the time you are in isolation or 

quarantine. Once released, you are authorized to receive your Temporary Lodging Expense. 

 

3. Q: If I am performing a permanent change of station to a CDC Alert Level 3 Location, and am ordered to 

temporarily return to my old permanent duty station or alternate location, what allowances am I authorized? 

 

A: You may be authorized per diem while awaiting transportation as long as lodging in kind or meals in kind are 

not provided. 

 

4. Q: If I am on temporary duty to a CDC Alert Level 2 or 3 Location, and am en route when I am ordered to return 

to my permanent duty station, what allowances am I authorized? 

 

A: You may be authorized standard travel and transportation allowances in accordance with JTR Chapter 2 to 

return to your permanent duty station. 

 

5. Q: If I am performing a permanent change of station to a CDC Alert Level 3 Location, and am ordered to 

permanently return to my old permanent duty station or my orders are amended to name a different permanent 

duty station, what allowances am I authorized? 

 

A: You are authorized permanent change of station allowances in accordance with JTR par. 051206. 

 

6. Q: If I am performing a permanent change of station to a CDC Alert Level 3 Location, and am ordered to remain 

at a port of departure until transportation is available, what allowances am I authorized? 

 

A: You may be authorized per diem while awaiting transportation as long as lodging in kind or meals in kind are 

not provided. 
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7. Q: If I am performing a permanent change of station to a CDC Alert Level 3 Location, and 

am ordered to travel to an alternate location until transportation is available, what 

allowances am I authorized? 

 

A: You may be authorized per diem while awaiting transportation as long as lodging in kind or meals in kind are 

not provided. 

 

8. Q: If I am on temporary duty from a CDC Alert Level 3 Location, and am en route when I am ordered to return to 

my permanent duty station, what allowances am I authorized? 

 

A: You are authorized standard travel and transportation allowances in accordance with JTR Chapter 2 to return to 

your permanent duty station. 

 

9. Q: If I am diagnosed with a “quarantinable communicable disease” at a temporary duty location, and am 

ordered into isolation or quarantine by a public health or medical official at the temporary duty location, what 

allowances am I authorized? 

 

A: You may be authorized travel and transportation allowances (per diem: lodging, meals, and incidental 

expenses) and transportation in accordance with JTR Chapter 2. Your temporary duty orders could be amended to 

extend your temporary duty assignment. 

 

10. Q: If I am performing temporary duty travel, including return from deployment, from a CDC Alert Level 3 

Location, and am ordered into isolation or quarantine by a public health or medical official, or DoD official at a 

port of entry before proceeding to my Permanent Duty Station, what allowances am I authorized? 

 

A: You may be authorized standard travel and transportation allowances in accordance with JTR Chapter 2 while 

awaiting transportation. Your temporary duty orders could be amended to extend the temporary duty assignment. 

 

11. Q: If I am performing temporary duty travel, including return from deployment, from a CDC Alert Level 3 

Location, and am ordered into isolation or quarantine at my Permanent Duty Station, what allowances am I 

authorized? 

 

A: You may be provided lodging and meals in kind, but you are not authorized any additional travel and 

transportation allowances. However, if you are placed on a temporary duty order away from your PDS, you may 

receive standard travel and transportation allowances in accordance with JTR Chapter 2. 

 

12. Q: If I am returning from personal leave to my permanent duty station in a CDC Alert Level 3 Location, and 

transportation is not available or I am ordered not to return to my permanent duty station, what allowances am I 

authorized? 

 

A: You are not authorized travel and transportation allowances. However, if you are placed on a temporary duty 

order away from your PDS, you may receive standard travel and transportation allowances in accordance with JTR 

Chapter 2. 
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13. Q: If I am a Service member returning from Government funded leave from a CDC Alert 

Level 3 Location, and am ordered into isolation or quarantine by a public health or medical 

official at a port of entry before proceeding to my permanent duty station, what allowances 

am I authorized? 

 

A: You are not authorized travel and transportation allowances. However, if you are placed on a temporary duty 

order, then you may receive standard travel and transportation allowances in accordance with JTR Chapter 2. 

 

14. Q: If I am a Service member’s dependent returning from Government funded leave from a CDC Alert Level 3 

Location, and am ordered into isolation or quarantine at my permanent duty station without lodging and meals 

provided in kind, what allowances am I authorized? 

 

A: You are not authorized travel and transportation allowances at your permanent duty station. 

 

15. Q: If I am a Service member, returning from Government‐funded leave from a CDC Alert Level 3 locations, and 

ordered into isolation or quarantine by a public health or medical official at a port of entry before proceeding to 

the permanent duty station, what allowances am I authorized? 

 

A: You are not authorized travel and transportation allowances. However, if you are placed on a temporary duty 

order, then you may receive standard travel and transportation allowances in accordance with JTR Chapter 2. 

 

16. Q: If I am a Service member’s dependent, returning from Government‐funded leave from a CDC Alert Level 3 

locations, and ordered into isolation or quarantine by a public health or medical official at a port of entry before 

proceeding to the permanent duty station, what allowances am I authorized? 

 

A: You are not authorized travel and transportation allowances. 

 

17. Q: If I am performing dependent student transportation to or from school, and ordered into isolation or 

quarantine at a port of entry by a public health or medical official before proceeding to the permanent duty 

station or school, what allowances am I authorized? 

 

A: You may be authorized per diem (lodging, meals and incidental expenses) in accordance with JTR, par. 

050816D4, as long as lodging in kind or meals in kind are not provided. 

 

18. Q: If I am a Service member’s dependent student and ordered into isolation or quarantine at the permanent 

duty station or school, what allowances am I authorized? 

 

A: You are not authorized travel and transportation allowances. 

 

19. Q: If I am a Service member’s dependent and ordered into isolation or quarantine at the permanent duty 

station, what allowances am I authorized? 

 

A: You are not authorized travel and transportation allowances. 
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20. Q: If I am a Service member and ordered into isolation or quarantine at the permanent 

duty station, what allowances am I authorized? 

 

A: You are not authorized travel and transportation allowances. 
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Entitlements Quick Look Matrix    
(For more information visit the following [link]  

(Requires CAC Authentication) 

 

Scenario 

What does this mean for the Marine? 

Lodging Per Diem 
Meals & Incidental 

Expenses (M&IE) 
Temporary 

Lodging 

Expense 

Hardship Duty 

Pay-Restriction 

of Movement 

(HDP-ROM) 
Member Dependent Member Dependent 

PCS: Household goods 

picked up 

-or- out-processed 

Yes 

(see note 1) 

Yes 

(see note 1) 

Yes 

(see note 2) 

Yes 

(see note 2) 
(see note 3) No 

PCS: Departed previous 

duty station and en-

route to new duty 

station 

Yes 

(see note 1) 

Yes 

(see note 1) 

Yes 

(see note 2) 

Yes 

(see note 2) 
(see note 4) No 

PCS: Isolation or 

Quarantine at previous 

duty station 

Yes 

(see note 1) 

Yes 

(see note 1,6) 

Yes 

(see note 2) 

Yes 

(see note 2) 
No No 

PCS: Isolation or 

Quarantine at alternate 

location 

Yes 

(see note 1) 

Yes 

(see note 1,6) 

Yes 

(see note 2) 

Yes 

(see note 2) 
No No 

PCS: Isolation or 

Quarantine at new duty 

station 

Yes 

(see note 1) 

Yes 

(see note 1,6) 

Yes 

(see note 2) 

Yes 

(see note 2) 
No No 

Commander-directed 

self-monitoring 
No No No No No 

Yes  

(see note 5) 

TDY: Directed to 

quarantine at TDY or 

alternate location 

Yes No Yes No No No 

Government funded 

leave: Ordered to self-

quarantine before return 

(see note 7) 

Yes No Yes No No No 

Personal Leave: 

Directed to Return 
Yes No Yes No No No 

Personal Leave: 

Directed to Remain 
Yes No Yes No No No 

Note 1 – If Lodging is provided in kind, then per diem is not payable  

Note 2 – If meals are provided in kind, then per diem is not payable 

Note 3 – If occupying temporary lodging prior to stop movement – TLE authority may stop the date stop movement was 

implemented and resume the date the member is directed to resume travel to the new duty station. TLE may not exceed 10 days 

total for a CONUS to CONUS move, or 5 days total for a CONUS to OCONUS move.  

(Continued on next page) 
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Entitlements Quick Look Matrix    
(For more information visit the following [link]  

(Requires CAC Authentication) 

 

(Continued from previous page) 

Note 4 – TLE is authorized at the old or new duty station, not to exceed 10 days total for a CONUS to CONUS move, or 5 days 

total for a CONUS to OCONUS move. TLE authority may stop the date stop movement was implemented and resume the date the 

member is directed to resume travel to the new duty station. 

Note 5 – HDP-ROM will be authorized when members suspected of exposure to COVID-19 are ordered by command to restrict 

movement for self-monitoring at a facility that is neither provided by the Government nor is at member’s personal residence at 

the permanent duty station. The pay is only authorized if such members are required to pay for the cost of lodging without full or 

partial reimbursement. The daily rate of HDP-ROM is $100, not to exceed $1500 per month, and the combination of HDP-ROM 

and other assignment and special duty pays may not exceed $5,000 per month. 
Note 6 – Per diem is only paid to dependents while dependents are in quarantine. If dependents refuse to isolate or quarantine, 

then per diem is not authorized. 

Note 7 – When directed to quarantine before proceeding to the member’s duty station, the member may be issued TDY orders 

authorizing per diem. If lodging or meals are provided, then per diem is not payable. 
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 Servicemember’s Civil Relief Act Overview 
(For more information visit the following link) 

 
The material in this handout provides educational and general information only – this is not legal advice. Speak with a 

licensed attorney before relying on any information contained within this handout. It is always best to consult with an 

attorney regarding your legal rights and responsibilities specific to your particular situation before making a decision 

or taking action.  

 

Overview  

 

The Servicemembers’ Civil Relief Act (SCRA) is a federal statute which protects those who serve on active duty. It 

seeks to protect servicemembers from negative consequences as a result of being on active duty, and allows 

servicemembers to devote their full attention and energy to their mission. The purpose of the SCRA is to “protect 

those who have been obliged to drop their own affairs to take up the burdens of the nation.”1  

Persons Entitled to Benefits  

 

The SCRA applies to active-duty members of the Marine Corps, Navy, Army, Air Force, and Coast Guard. 

Servicemembers of a reserve component of the Armed Forces in an active-duty status may claim protections 

afforded under the SCRA. Servicemembers’ dependents may also seek safeguards under the SCRA in limited 

circumstances, such as evictions or joint leases.  

 

Persons Not Entitled to Benefits  

 

Reservists or National Guard personnel not in an active-duty status are not covered under the SCRA. Also, the 

statute does not protect retired personnel. Servicemembers who may fall under the SCRA’s protections, may lose 

those shields due to the servicemember’s own misconduct.  

 

Types of Protections  

 

The SCRA provides a variety of protections to servicemembers, including:  

 

Stay of Administrative or Civil Proceedings – A servicemember may request a stay of proceedings to allow the 

servicemember to appear in and defend a civil cause of action. However, such a stay does not provide immunity 

from lawsuits or shield servicemembers from civil actions. A judge, magistrate, or hearing officer must issue a 

stay of at least 90 days upon receiving proper notification from the servicemember. The servicemember must 

demonstrate to the court or administrative agency that such military service materially affects his or her ability to 

appear for such proceedings. This right does not apply to criminal proceedings.  

 

  
1 Boone v. Lightner, 319 U.S. 561, 575 (1943), reh’g denied, 320 U.S. 809 (1943) (referring to the SCRA). 
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Reduced Interest Rate – A servicemember may reduce a financial obligation entered into 

before active-duty service to six percent, if such active duty materially affects the 

servicemember’s ability to repay the obligation. The reduced rate applies retroactively to 

the time the servicemember entered into service, and lasts only while the servicemember is on active 

duty. The reduced rate does not apply to obligations, such as refinancing or credit card balance increases, 

entered into or accrued while on active duty.  

 

Termination of Vehicle Lease – A servicemember may terminate a lease agreement of a motor vehicle 

used by the servicemember or dependents. The servicemember must demonstrate either: (1) the 

servicemember entered into the lease pre-service; (2) the servicemember received PCS orders OCONUS, 

or from an OCONUS state to a CONUS location; or (3) the servicemember received orders to deploy for not 

less than 180 days. The SCRA allows a motor-vehicle lease to be terminated without the servicemember 

being subjected to a termination fee.  

 

Termination of Residential Lease – A servicemember may also terminate a lease agreement of an 

apartment or home. The servicemember must demonstrate either: (1) the servicemember entered into 

the lease pre-service; (2) the servicemember received PCS orders, or (3) the servicemember received 

orders to deploy for 90 days or more. The SCRA protects the servicemember from termination or 

cancelation fees.  

 

Termination of Cellular Contracts – A servicemember who receives orders to deploy OCONUS for not less 

than 90 days, or PCS orders within CONUS to an unsupported location, may request a termination or 

suspension of a cellular service contract. The service provider may not subject the servicemember to 

additional penalties or extra fees for exercising such a right under the SCRA.  

 

Invoking Protections  

 

Most protections require the servicemember to request the coverage in a timely manner, and that such 

request be in writing. Also, some benefits require the servicemember to demonstrate he or she is materially 

affected by their status as an active-duty servicemember.  

 

Conclusion  

 

This product outlines some of the provisions and protections of the SCRA, and is not meant to be a conclusive 

summary of all rights and protections.  

 

An attorney is better able to identify additional protections under the SCRA which may apply to the 

servicemember’s situation.  

 

Servicemembers are encouraged to seek the legal advice provided by an armed-service legal assistance office 

for more clarification and guidance regarding their rights under the SCRA. 
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Helpful Servicemember’s Civil Relief Act Links 

 
Military OneSource: 

 

https://www.militaryonesource.mil/family-relationships/relationships/relationship-challenges-and-

divorce/servicemembers-civil-relief-act  

 

DoD Military Compensation website: 

 

https://militarypay.defense.gov/Benefits/Servicemembers-Civil-Relief-Act/  

 

Department of Justice website: 

 

https://www.justice.gov/servicemembers/servicemembers-civil-relief-act-scra  
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Permanent Change of Station Overview, 

Questions and Answers 
(For more information visit the following link) 

 
Situation: The World Health Organization declared a public health emergency of international concern for COVID-

19 on 30 January 2020. Due to the increased COVID-19 concerns, the Department of Defense (DoD) has 

temporarily increased travel restrictions to certain locations which may result in travel delays and non-concurrent 

travel for Marine Corps personnel. 

 

Exceptions. The Commandant of the Marine Corps (CMC) has  

been delegated approval authority for travel exceptions for all 

Marine Corps personnel and family members assigned to 

installations, facilities, and surrounding areas in the United  

States and its territories.  

 

Geographic Combatant Commanders (GCC) have been delegated 

the authority (may be further delegated) for travel exceptions for 

Marine Corps personnel and family Members assigned to 

combatant commands.  

 

As stated in MARADMIN 167/20 exceptions may be granted in 

writing to these restrictions for compelling cases where the travel 

is: (1) determined to be mission essential; (2) necessary for 

humanitarian reasons; (3) warranted due to extreme hardship. 

 

Exemptions. Travel for retirements or separations are exempt from DoD travel restrictions related to COVID-19. 

Additionally, travel by patients and medical providers for the purpose of medical treatment for DoD personnel and 

their family members is authorized. 

 

Travel Guidance 
 

Marines and their family members that signed out of a CONUS installation en route to a CONUS location 

prior to release of the stop movement directive (MARADMIN 167/20, 14 March 20)  will continue PCS movement. 

 

Marines and their family members that have signed out of a CONUS command or installation en route to an 

OCONUS Level-3 command or installation, but have not initiated overseas travel, will not continue PCS movement 

without approval from the first General Officer in their chain of command.  

 

Marines and their family members who have not signed out of the losing installation will stop movement subject 

to the approval of approval from the first General Officer in their chain of command. 

 

Marines currently on leave in CONUS can return overseas to a Level 2 country they are stationed in.  

Unfortunately, Marines currently on leave in CONUS from a Level 3 country cannot, unless granted an exception. 
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Marine Corps Reserve  
 

Unfortunately, Marines Reservists who are currently deployed to a CDC Level 3 location will not be permitted to 

redeploy to CONUS, unless granted an exception.  Reservists who are deployed to a CDC Level 2 location may 

return to CONUS and begin restriction of movement protocol.  

 
Household Goods 
 

My household goods have been picked up but I haven’t departed my location.  What should I do?  

 

Each situation is different. Individuals will need to contact their shipping office to determine if their household 

goods are still in the local area and whether or not they may have access to them. 

 

What about my POV? I have an upcoming appointment to drop my car off at the Vehicle Processing Center 

(VPC). What should I do? 

 

If you are unsure if the stop movement order applies to you, contact your chain of command. If the stop 

movement order does not apply to your PCS—or your chain of command has approved an exception to the 

order—proceed to the VPC as planned. 

 

I’ve already dropped my POV off, but my PCS has been delayed. Can I get my car back?  

 

If you’re interested in retrieving your vehicle, contact the VPC immediately. VPCs are postured to assist 

customers with changing appointments, vehicle retrieval, and answering any other POV-related questions you 

have.  
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Marine Corps Reserve, 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Q: Do I still need to perform Annual Training (AT) and Inactive Duty Training (IDT)? 

A: Yes. Reservists must still report for AT and IDT as directed by your Commander to maintain mobilization 

readiness. However, Commands are encouraged to provide their reservists with maximum flexibility, while 

balancing operational readiness with exposure risk. Such flexibility includes authorizing absences, authorizing 

equivalent training, adjusting/rescheduling IDT, or rescheduling AT.  Rescheduling IDT is encouraged in areas that 

have exhibited a significant number of cases, for units or reserve activities that would require significant travel by 

unit members, or if a commander determines there is an unacceptable risk of exposure or suspected exposure to 

COVID-19.  If rescheduled, commanders should provide as much advanced notice as possible for future IDT dates 

and consider impacts to their Marine’s anniversary year retirement point requirements.  However, if you are 

ordered to report for duty by a cognizant authority, you must do so. 

  

Q: I live in an area experiencing sustained community transmission. Do I have to come in and train? 

A: Yes, if you have been ordered to report for duty by your Commander.  However, Commands have the authority 

to excuse or reschedule Reserve training, especially if their assigned members are coming from areas that are not 

currently experiencing sustained community transmission into an area that is experiencing those impacts.  

Communicate with your supervisor to determine if your training is still required or can be rescheduled. Failure to 

report for duty without prior authorization will be viewed as an unexcused absence. 

  

Q: My unit is in an area experiencing sustained community transmission, but I live in an area without sustained 

community transmission. Can I train at another location? 

A: Communicate with your supervisor to determine if your training can be rescheduled, completed remotely, or 

shifted to another location. 

  

Q: May I change, reschedule, or cancel IDT? 

A: Yes, upon command approval. Communicate with your command as early as possible if your ability to perform 

duty is impacted.  Commands may change, reschedule, or cancel IDT for Reserve members before the originally 

scheduled date.  Commands may also excuse IDT drills. If you do not perform the drills, they do not count toward 

meeting a member’s annual Selected Reserve participation requirements or anniversary year retirement point 

calculation as outlined the MCRAMM. However, they may be rescheduled at a later date. 

 
Q: What impact will excusing or rescheduling ADT or IDT have on my ability to get a “good year” for retirement? 

A: Reserve retirement points are only provided when duty is performed.  ADT or IDT (or any other Call to Duty Orders) 

that are excused or delayed could impact an individual’s ability to accumulate the 50 retirement points needed for 

a qualifying year toward Reserve retirement. COVID-19 has and will continue to alter RC training plans throughout 

the Total Force.  It is incumbent on both individual Marines and Commanders to identify manpower issues resulting 

from these disruptions. Specifically, some Marines with an upcoming anniversary date may be relying on the 

scheduled drills and AT in order to meet their point requirements for a satisfactory year for non-regular retirement 

purposes (not to be confused with minimum participation requirements). Commanders have broad discretion and 

flexibility to enable Marines to meet satisfactory year retirement point requirements IAW the parameters outlined 

here and in other current guidance. 
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Q: Will I be counted as “unexcused” if I fail to attend a scheduled drill without prior 

authorization? 

A: Yes. Reservists who are absent from a scheduled drill without prior authorization from 

their Commands may have their drill reported as unexcused. Reservists must promptly 

update their command about any factor that would immediately affect their availability for inactive or active duty.  

  

Q: What current guidance is available to me and where can I find it? 

A: Reservists should strictly adhere to overarching guidance provided in all COVID-19 MARADMINS.  

 

Q: As a Command do my reservists need to come in and train? 

A: Commands should exercise maximum flexibility in scheduling Reserve duty. Commands have the authority to 

excuse or reschedule Reserve training and should balance operational readiness with exposure risk, especially 

when reservists are required to travel to, from, or through areas experiencing sustained community transmission. 

 

Q: I am a RC Marine who is currently on Active Duty Orders impacted by COVID-19, what should I know? 

 

RC Members Currently performing Active Duty. RC members performing active duty shall adhere to all DoD travel 

and force health protection guidance.  Active duty order durations will remain the same unless an appropriate 

commander determines it necessary to modify them in accordance with the guidance herein and promulgated to 

the Total Force. If a commander determines it appropriate to institute restriction of movement for self-monitoring 

of an RC member currently performing active duty or any other modification of active duty orders in response to 

COVID-19, they may consider: 

 

    (a) Extending the current orders for those RC members on involuntary order authorities and whose orders 

would not violate any mobilization duration limits as specified in law. 

 

    (b) Consider reissuing voluntary orders pursuant to 10 U.S.C. § 12301(d) or 10 U.S.C. § 12301(h) for those 

members on an involuntary order authority and whose orders would violate any mobilization duration limits as 

specified in law.   

 

    (c) Extending the current orders for those members on a voluntary order authority.  Orders placing RC members 

under voluntary authorities such as 10 U.S.C. § 12301(d) or 10 U.S.C. § 12301(h) may only be issued upon the 

member’s consent.    

 

    (d) RC members who are scheduled to come on orders that involve travel should coordinate with their chain of 

command.  Authorization to travel, absent specific published guidance, will be approved by the first GO/SES in 

gaining force Chain of Command. 

   

    (e) All ADOS AC/RC related questions to include extensions for a 14 day quarantine, requests for ADOS AC/RC 

funding in direct support of the COVID-19 efforts, or RA waivers should be directed to RAP-3. Points of contact are 

Mr. Scott Bullard at scott.bullard@usmc.mil or Ms. Amy Harper at Amy.r.romero@usmc.mil.  Office: 703-784-9141 

or after hours: 703-789-4963. 
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Q:  I am a Reservist who is pending ADOS orders, can I still be activated? 

A:  Maybe. If you live within commuting distance and your Commander believes it advisable 

to bring you on orders then you may be activated. If you are outside a commuting distance or 

require a PCS move, then your Command must get an appropriate approval as defined in the latest COVID-19 

related MARADMIN.  

 

Q: I am a Reservist who is pending ADOS orders, can I voluntarily decline the orders? 

A:  Yes, all ADOS orders are voluntary, however a Marine must provide their gaining commands with notice of 

declination in accordance with MCO 1001.59A.   

 

Q:  How do I process Re-Enlistments during that are being impacted by COVID-19:  

A:   TFRS Message R65908 provides additional guidance stating that Commanders are authorized to utilize a 

local command authority (LCA) extension to adjust the RECC of SMCR/IRR/IMA Marines that desire retention in 

the Ready Reserves who have an RECC between 16 March 2020 and 1 June 2020. The authorized length of the 

Extension will be for 3 months ONLY.  Commanders are NOT authorized to use this local command authority (LCA) 

extension if the result of the extension of enlistment would exceed the following in the case of the individual 

Marine: 

(a) Service Limits for current grade. 

(b) A total of 48 months of extensions or enlistments on current contract. 

(c) 30 years of total federal service.   
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Travel Restrictions, 

Frequently Asked Questions 
(For more information visit the following link) 

 
Who does the domestic travel restriction apply to?  

 

All DoD service members and civilians, and their family members will stop all official travel – such as 

Permanent Change of Station or Temporary Duty – through May 11. Exceptions may be given for 

compelling cases where the travel is: (1) determined to be mission essential; (2) necessary for 

humanitarian reasons; or (3) warranted due to extreme hardship.  
 
If a Marine is already TDY or a family has departed for their CONUS PCS, what should they do?  

Those who have already begun their travel may continue on to their final destination. Individuals whose 

TDY ends within stop movement period may return home. They should still be mindful of the health 

protection measures like social distancing and handwashing during their travels.  

 
Can military members still take leave?  

Marines may only take leave in the local area. This is being done to limit the spread of and potential 

exposure to COVID-19. Exceptions may be given for compelling cases where the travel is: (1) determined 

to be mission essential; (2) necessary for humanitarian reasons; or (3) warranted due to extreme 

hardship.   

 
Does leave restriction apply to family members?  

The leave restriction applies only to Marines. However, family members are encouraged to follow 

the guidance provided by their local installation or unit commander and CDC guidance, which may 

advise limitations on travel.   
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Template AA-Form: 

Request for Exception 
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